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Editorial

Lectori salutem Unbeknownst to us, over the course of the
We write these words humbled by the developments/ention weekend, the assembly oftih@pean

of recent months. When word was sent, backSinence Fiction SociggSFS) had voted to elevate
April, thatSci Phi Jourmaduld be an award finalist #ci Phi Journaht o t he ohall of f
EuroCanthe annual gathering of the European SW t he tapestry of our
family, it was more than we had ever thought possiblet e r at ur e, where much o
for our exceptionally nerdy sgénre: speculativenominations are (understandably) specific to their
philosophy (or o0sci phlingustc island, it was a rare moment to have an
I ndeed, wedd have bee naward begtgwed upon graBoglshguage magagioes n
Luxembourg simply to commune with -ikimded published in Belgium, crassminated by Hungary,
(and, even more so, with contrarian) readers &mdl run by a ragtag crew ranging from Malaysia to
other members of fandom, and render our hom&ge&in.

unto the eventual laureates.

You may then imagine our astonishment when, &huas, in line with the sentiment we sought to express
dramatic moment during the ceremony, tineour improvised acceptance speech, we hope for
announcement came for tAest SF Magazine awariitis award to be the pylon of a bridge. One little piece
and theSci Phiogo appeared on the mighty overheiadch a chain of many [ i
screen, emblazoned over the grand auditorium. fldagmented literary and publishing landscape closer
conférenbiad to call us out twice before we were dioigether. And a source of encouragement for the
to arise, such was our surprise. endeavours of authors and thinkers, who seek to tell
timeless (rather than timely) stories, for whom
speculative fiction is more than just literary
entertainment or public activism, but rather an epic
tool for philosophical enquiry.

To avail ourselves of an oft abused word: we feel that
thisoncen-al i f eti me award oval
approach tha$ci Phi Jourstdnds for. A respect for
classic rhetorical standards; carefully guarded
intellectual independence; and a commitment to keep
our little bit of literature unshackled from the
fashionable agendas of the day.

Much to our delight, the
the start of summer, Dustin Jacobus was shortlisted
for a2022 Utopia Awarth recognition of his work

on our cover art, in addition to another nomination in
thenonf i cti on category (cit
00n Solarpuné ) .

Onward, then! Let us carry the torch further still into
the twilit corridors of theibrary of Babél

~,’/'7.',','.';;//"/)“\

I

il

Speculatively yours,

the SPJ ceditors & crew

q


https://www.sciphijournal.org/index.php/2022/04/11/sci-phi-journal-wins-2022-european-award-for-best-sf-magazine/
https://www.esfs.info/2020-2/
https://www.esfs.info/2020-2/
https://www.android-press.com/2022-utopia-award-nominees
https://www.sciphijournal.org/index.php/2021/09/30/on-solarpunk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Library_of_Babel

And The Voice Will Not Say

Dave Henrickson

The Library of the Voice, many times larger than the
Imperial Palace, has become a small city in its own
right. The history of every question asked of the
Voice is completely documented within thosefivalls
who asked the question and why, what answer the
Voice gave, and what actions were the result of that
answer. Scholars have spent their lives analyzing the
phrasing of a single Response, trying to catch a
glimpse of the Eternal Mind behind the Great
Libraryi and therefore, by extension, the purpose

By The origin of the book is unknown, or at Ieastbggind Creation itself.

unknown as any other volume in the Great Librérrg}?‘t such a Reason exists is an article of faith among
Its original location, too, is unkndivas the first two the godly. While every possible combination of words
pages are missing entirely. These would, of coﬁ?{é,be found somewhere in the infinite depths of the

have supplied the exact coordinates of its origfff@at Library, only divine providence can explain the
Shelving. Voice's omniscience and how it found its way into the

Unknown as well is the book's discoverer and HERds Of the Imperium.

the volume came to be found, unclaimed and h&tiSO says the Church.

used, in a secotdnd rag shop in the Lower City.he Library of the Voice contains entire wings of
What is known about the Voice, for so it has comé&@9crypha, heresy, and outright fakeries. There are
be called, is that it has never failed to accurdf@gments of false lore so persuasive that they have
answer a question asked of it. Since the Voice ¢h@wned followers of their own among the army of
into Imperial possession eight hundred years agolig#@gians who tend the stacks. lllegal studies and
questions have been asked (officially) of the tattBREgtical rites are said to take place inuonged
book. No answer has ever proven to be false. corridors and neglected alcoves. It is whispered that
Every generation new theories and claims as tdlfge are whole sections of apocrypha that have been
nature and the secret of the Voice are put forth, EQSh OF hidden away until the time is right for their re

is carefully weighed for its merit and embraced'GErgence.

discarded accordingly. Occasionally a theory id '€ Hand Which Burns, the arm of the Church
promising that an expedition is sent into tfesponsible for maintaining the purity of the faith, is
immeasurable tracks of the Great Library in the hd}y¢ays busiest among the faithful.

of finding the source of the Voice and (though this is

never spoken of) its successor. Occasionally, a fraud

or a heresy is put forth that is so flagrant that an

execution is held.



hoard the remaining pages of the book, they further
add, is to prove one's lack of faith and therefore
deserving of the destruction all would avoid.

Such issues are debated endlessly on the floor of the
Each year the College of Guardians gathersciflege. Expeditions are sent into the infinite reaches
propose and debate new questions. Years can $agse Great Library to no avail. Prophets and
before a question is judged ready to be put 10 dpgshecies arise, flourish, and fade into dust. Men and
Voice. It is not enough that the answer must be of {_Rgnen sit upon the throne, tormented by doubt or

utmost importance. The question must be phraseguigyed by certainty, while the Imperium totters
such a way, and be of such a nature, that the ang\¥&kd an unknown future.

will be useful and readily understood. Most of all, the _ _ _
answer elicited must be concise, for with ecFr?:(ﬁept’ perhaps, to the Voice. And the Voice will not
Response the end of the book, and its wisdom, gl%‘Ws

nearer.

There is only one subject which the Voice is silent ~
upom and that is the Great Library itself. No

question concerning the origin of the Voice, the

source of its divination, the purpose of the Great

Library, or the location of any other such volumegg
ever received an answer. Surely this is another
the Church argues, of the divine nature of the VoIt

Others who might have a different opinion on
subject remain prudently silent.

Three times since the discovery of the Voice ¢
armies have marched upon the Imperium to seiz§
book or destroy it. (Either because its power is rej
because it is not.) Three times the Voice provide§
precise information necessary to repel the inve
The last time, as a warning to others, an addit
question was askKednd the Kingdom of Kes
quickly ceased to be. Since then the Voice has
left in peace. The Imperium's neighbors bide {
timei and the remaining, unread pages of the kg
grow thinner with each generation.

There are those who wish to ask the Voice wha
happen when the last page is turned, the last p
read. Some say that the last page should be re
so that there will be time to prepare for whatevers
is in store. Others insist that the last page should
never be read for, if the Voice comes to an end, then
the Imperium's end will surely follow.

Still others maintain that the Imperium is doomed if
the end is not read, for the location of the next Voice
must be specified in the very last passage. If not, then
for what purpose was the Voice given to them? To



Motopia

Gheorghe Snspr man
Introduction by Mariano Martin Rodriguez

Translation by Jean Harris

Born in 1941, in Bucharest, Romania, Gheorgiasterful collection of descriptions of imaginary
Snsnrman spent hi s c-h cities bebipn fictioralmpast, paesenteamddutute vehueg
school in Cluj. He studied architecture in Buchaoesin dreardike symbolic and fantasy worlds was
and after graduation was employed as a journalisti t t en wi t hout the aut h
mainly specialising in articles on architecture laook Le citta invisibili (Invisible Cities, 1972). Both
popular science. Politically compelled to abandomo ks ar e, indeed, gui te
public writing, he | e fratherCa eoliettions af pidse pdemsnaniy i vaguely r
and settled in Munich, Germany, where he curremtistraying the life in his invented cities and hardly
lives. bel ongi ng t o specul ati ve

Snsnrman made hi s debuftocaussea?n_(?gulI }l?gr ' 81‘ atf_ii_%??t
1962, when he won the first prize at a SF-stayt features and their impact on the posited societies and

contest organized for seven Hastopean countries.the Iiv_es of their iphabitants. T.h.is speculative
He then began to write science fiction stories gHHenS|on, _Wh'Ch . s often critical towgrds
soon acquired his current status as one of the mairﬁ gFma nkindoés psycholo g lcal
writers of his generation in Romania. A story in %Iams_ why the _bOOk had Clashed_ with the
vol ume Chi mera (1 9¢Prgmunist cengopship prevalen g the time, which
Al gernondé ( 0AIl ger ndwhdse cqt.oytcogepqélaéter Pfr{t_s Céf}liegtf- iﬂ%e Wn"f‘b“dged
title paraphrases that orlgqul "‘f?rg r"f“?peeafed R 59”@@'3@ sonlyf ) %Q8lu
8) brought the author the Europa Award at the gmen it had already been translated into French in

EuroCon convention (1980). After 1989, he resun]1884' It was translated into Spanish by myself in 2010.

publishing fiction in his native country, which pance | knew that one of my favourite writers of

continues to this day. His two latest books are stﬂgcglatlve fiction, Ursula K. Le.GU|r.1, could read
critically acclaimed novel on the appearance of J%@ﬁg'Sh_' | sent her a co.py. she _“ked It S,O, much that
of Nazareth I n curre nﬁh_e demeg fo Eraﬁ]slat? ntq Etn%'@ the&'Heg‘ U}q{ ?heol
cr oni clinlui ¥eriantdaNozri (True ChronicleI ked best, r_o ug h Lyt _WO
of the Death of Jeshua #@wzr, 2016) and avolume, based on my Spanish version and with my

collection of dystopias beginning each by a diffe%{l&sequent revigiqn of her translation.wi.th an_ gye on
|l etter collectively sp g“f FFOW?'P@n 05_'%”?" S?”heé)f ﬂ\?/ 8“[355]_9 Cg'%sthaod
Alfabetul distopiilor (Alphabet of Dystopias, 2021)_been trans-lated into E.ngllsh by_Jean Harris, but they

have remained unpublished until today. Thanks to the

This last volume can be read as a science fictionyanthy § per mi ssi on of both

narrative counterpart to his bksown work, journal is able to bring to light in English two further

Cc



For the present i ssue, wedbve chosen OMotopia. o
the description of a city where motor vehicles are so

important and prevalent that they have even fused

with humans into a new nature/machine hybrid

species with terrifying results. This is written with the

objective style of a ndiction report, which makes all

the more harrowing the description of the city and the

consequences of certain societal choices. Although its

subject can be seen as topical, we should not forget

that it is above all a superb piece of speculative

literature, as well as of fictional #iction. It also

shows what Sci Phi Journal stands for as regards the

art of writing, and why Snsnr man i s one of (
acknowledged masters in the literary field.

Hills and slopes are leveled; depressions are filled to
the extent that even the steepest mountain is reduced
to a perfect, horizontal plane. Forests are transformed
It is not known with certainty when exactly |ri1[to timber and cellulose, the vegetable earth of the

appeared, or when it began to expand, or what fg}%ges s removed and compressed into certain

fueled its expansion. Few dare approach the diff%%ﬁ'ccated lakes, the rivers are turned into covered

?_%als and the whole body of fauna is assigned an

MOTOPIA

subject of its future though many fear that nothi _ _ _
can stop its growth. Motopia is a city in a state" §tr|al vaIue._The machl.nes do not simply execute
explosion. But is i, really, a city? a simple leveling operation, thqugh; .a fabulou;
network of roadways takes shape in their wake. This
Imagine an area with clearly marked fintiteugh |attice of multieveled highways ramifies in tens of
here figures can be only approximatea circle with gjrections that intersect in a stupefying lace of
a diameter of c. 100 kilometers. The perimeter of {RiScrete and asphalt. Above and below ground
circle is made up of over 100,000 gigantic macrtgra@ﬁng lots, garage towers with tens and tens of
[with bulldozing action, inter alia], placed one neXfetels, and warehouses locked by enigmatic metal
the other and engaging in a slow radial motion towgjs all site themselves in the cells of this network.
the exterior. To the extent that the machines Mm@ eral hundred meters above ground level, a bluish

away from the center, intervals of free space begiidi@d floats over the city day and night, ‘sfidead
form between them, at which time other machines,fil} wrapping the entire horizon.

the gaps at the forefront of activity. These genuinely
and completely automated moving factories prepare
an offensive.



Outside the prolonged hours belonging to the fierce
highway confrontation that is their daily struggle for
existence, humobiles find brief respites within the
confines of their parking lots. Silent, motionless,
insensible to the approach of their rivals, the
humobiles sack out in a peculiar torpor, often with
their backs toward the gigantic screen where an
oppressive film inspired by the hard life of the digging
machinery plays interminably. When they are not
consuming themselves on the highways, the Motopian
families spend their nights in the tower garages,
The existendeat least the public existeiagf the touched by a metallic sleep without dreams.
humobiles begins at the gates of their warehoHlsRse mo s t horrifying deta

from which they exit, hourly, ir_' compagt grO_UpS'iHhabitanuﬁ and which makes the growth of the city
seems that only mature specimens with high tsa(pk perfectly odiofisis their way of feeding
cqpamty and mar.ly cyllln.ders. appear at these 9R&Rselves. In short anthropophagy is practiced here.
Different subspecies distinguish between themsef—'l\(ﬁﬁan beings are the humobiles main food. Lured
only by .the type a_nd position of the heafrIOm their traditional cities by false but \deécted
transmission, SPSF’_G”S'O” and. other such ar]at r|]2)'6aganda, captured as a result of their proverbial
data. Each family is characterized by a certain "Hétl?/eté, people who have been lured there are
body construction, individual differentials localizmgcharged in large numbers into the train stations and
themselves partllcularly at the Iev.ell of line, Coé?trports of Motopia, where they are flung directly to
number or hegdllgrﬁsor else they limit themselvetshe starving hordes or transported in bulk to special
strictly to_ registration numbers. _A common tr%arehouses, pompously called hotels and joined
about Wh'?h all accou.nts agree, is the presencedﬂjegﬂy to the edifices in which the inhabitant families
red eye, like a bleeding wound, on the top of %B%nd the night, to be served live for breakfast.

individual 6s head, wh eéaﬁated, bloatl%o', l/vifh ktk?eir 61elilie§ %e%&nsg Iw}ih’in

any intelligible sense. several fingers of the asphalt and leaning lazily on the
The humobiles manifest an irresistible vitabtybs, the humobiles start to digest their prey. Their
consumed particularly through apparently senseleague, beveled foreheads hide their thoughts. With
travel at considerable speed within the hightiey exception of the few deponents mentioned
network evidently destined for this purpose. This labkvé and they are our true saviors, for the greatest
of sense is, in truth, only apparent: in reality thianger i sndt so much the
magic dance of speed supports the process of ndagmating its existengeno one else has returned from
selection, which unfolds in specific ways. Only ti& lugubrious city. In parenthesis, let it be said, the
most robust specimens with the most diabolighbne calls and enthusiastic letters through which
reflexes, welidapted to the infernal rhythm dahose who have arrived there express their supposed
existence survive this demented race over the agpélaght or announce their wholly improbable decision
lanes. Any defect in the breaks or of the directidoalemain in that city forever can only be counted as
signaling systems involves terrible risks. The slightesierate acts extracted under menace of death, if
deviation of the vertebral column is fatal. Spettiay are not vulgar travesties, grotesque forgeries
vehicles, of great tonnage, transport the cadavefsoto whole cloth.

the vicinity of the warehouses, wheafier a

preliminary pressing into rectangular shafres/ are

recovered in a mysterious way, probably serving the

complicated procreation of new hotrods.



The survivors tell us hair raising things about the
limitless cruelty of the humobiles, who, though they
can only nourish themselves with live prey, often Kkill
not for food but for pleasure. As the prisoners,
meanwhile, start to become aware of the danger
threatening them, they center their thoughts around a
possible lifssaving escape. And as pedestrian flight is
the only solution, they try to leave the cells of their ill
omened hotels. The refined sadism of the inhabitants
shows its true measure only now: the exits are not
even guarded. The humobiles kiamd their
cynicism surpasses imagindititimat over the course

of those several tens of kilometers to the boarders of
Motopia, travelling by night, when the level of traffic
is reduced, and hiding by day, human beings will have
to cross so many lanes of asphalt that only a miracle
will allow them to succeed. Happily, several such
miracles have taken place. But a huge number of
fugitives have paid with their lives for these rare
miracles. For allowing them hope and then surprising
them in turn, hounded and hungry, the humobiles
have crushed escapees relentlessly, gnashed them to
bits in the most sinister way, and left their dead bodies
to rot on the sites of their terrible executions,
unburied, so that their bones will whiten on the
asphalt, so that their terrifying brain cases will attract
the attention of others and choke any thought of
escape from the beginning.




Bunker Rules

Tony Dunnell

1) Maximum permanent capacity 100 114 125.5\all residents are allowed to leave the bunker at any
exceptions. Temporary capacity may exceed tithis and at their own risk, unless the immediate
number on a cad®rcase basis. Refugee statussisface area is occupied (by unknowns or hostiles). If
granted in some cases, but temporary sheltgrouswish to leave, either on a temporary or permanent
temporary. No exceptions. Temporary residents Wwahis, you must first contact a council member. Unless
refugee status may apply for permanent residassigned to a surface mission, be aware-tratyes
through the council, c a phe cdisdregion aof khe waoumncid .and/drh senioc o
decision is final. hatchkeepers.

2) Respect the day/night cycle, unless assigedny attempt to leave the bunker without prior
otherwise. It helps build community. permission, or any unauthorized attempt to open the

3) All activities that create strong vibrations are str[@ﬁ&'ﬁ or secondary hatches, is punishable by death.

prohibited. You may talk, walk, cook etc. freely ayndActs of physical or sexual aggression by bunker
normally. Activities such as running and the playingesidents are punishable by expulsion or death, at the
loud music are monitored. Activities such as drilmggunci | 8s di screti on.

hammgring, sawing, _ ball "games etc. are St@StlyRomantic couplings must be approved and
prohibited unless previously approved by the Count%bistered with the council. Before a partnership is

4) Respect the zones. All residents are allowed popr ov e d, the couple mus
move freely between the residential and commuurak on procreation and pregnancy, if applicable (see
areas (green) unless under quarantine or aaesndments).

Entering red zones (utilities, waste, armory etc.) is

strictly prohibited unless previously granted access.



9) All residents must accept the rules of passingl4gdf insufficient volunteers come forward for a
amendments). Your bodies are your own up untilsher f ace mi ssi on deemed ¢
point of death, at which time the body becomes Itits will be drawn among all missatigible residents.
property of the council, to use as it sees Refusal to abide by the results of the draw will result
Traditional religious practices do not apply and will permanent expulsion from the bunker. No
not be considered. exceptions.

10) In the event of a passing, the council will decid®)fin the event of a breach by an unknown party or
the vacated bunker space will be filled and by wHamwn hostile entities, martial law will be declared. All
Applications ar e acc e presaenhts ovarhhe age a LOnmust imihediatelyereports
final. to the muster point outside the armory, where

11) In the event of the passing or demotion of '§aPONns will be assigned.

council member, elections will be held to fill thé) During a breach, failure to follow the commands
vacated position. All bunker residents above thedigmuncil members or designated security officers is
of 18 are eligible to vote unless their voting rightmishable by summary execution at the hands of the
have previously been revoked. aforementioned. No exceptions.

12) Voting rights cannot be revoked in the (one) wegkIn the event of a breach, all hostiles, human or

running up to an election, unless the eligible voterdtlasrwise, are to be targeted and killed on sight. Acts
committed a serious and irrefutable crime (including, mer cy are puni shabl e |
but not limited to, murder, rape, or an unauthorizéiscretion.

attempt to leave the bunker (see 6)) during said pge poghect the mealtime schedule. It helps build
week period. community.

13) All residents over the age of 15 can volunteer for
surface missions.



Religious Traditions Considered Through
Science Fiction And Fantasy

Andy Dibble

Connecting Religious Traditions With Science
Fiction And Fantasy

Strange Religion: Speculative Fiction of Spiritualitf"8eféfg goals obtrange Religiorto synergize
Practicevhich | recently editédpart of the Strangescience fiction and religion, to help readers imagine
Concepts series put out by TDotSpems ' €! 1 gi ons of -Mufhtei yawhdurle
conceived with the goal of helping readers engif¥enson follows a Muslim man, who seeks to
with religion meaningfully through science fiction aflérmine an Al capable of settling all disputes
fantasy. The reasons for this anthology are divérgev 01 vi ng fiagh, or s
Some editors have reservations about publisfigP P et zin Speakso by Dani
stories that engage with real religious traditiB§§FAbby-style questions and answers that engage
because they worry such content will offend segm@(its points of halakhah (Jewish rabbinical law) in a
of their readership. | and other editors at TDotSpéi!re where humans have populated the solar system.
wanted to give a platform both to stories that digiftd he Fireflies of Todaj i
ideas that surround and comprise religion and st@fedWo womefi one Japanese, the other South
that engage with religious traditions as they Ingkam whose families have migrated to the Moon as
actually found in the real world. There have pthgy consider the meaning of a traditional Japanese
speculative publications dedicated to partic@ier festival in a community that has to conserve
traditiong Wandering Sték974, Harper & Row), afv@t er to survive. Set fu
anthology of Jewish science fiction amgsteriont h€ Evol uti on Comes the
which publishes Christian speculative fiction, com@feh an orphaned woman performs rituals to gain

mindii but | know of no anthology that aims to cGCCeSS to Al witches in order to bring her parents
across religious traditions. back to |-Masséaby BBke /
which a jaded galactic tourist reassesses the value o

his long life.



Also from Christianity and modern secularism, we
have the idea that religion is only the vocation of
clergy or an activity limited to certain parts df life

what we do when we aren?od
But in many cultures and traditions, especially in the
developing world, religion is integrated into every

aspect of |1ife. About h a
have a word for religion. Religious studies scholars
have | argely given up tr
some following J. Z. Smi t

Countering Misconceptions About Religion even be used by scholars.

i ,  the b To counter this misconception, we selected several
Strange Religa counterpoint to some of the 'ass?t%ries that show people solving everyday struggles,

and misconceptions about religion found " at demonstrate rel.i gi o1
S, p ecul a t, '_ Ve _f, betion. Ttneev\/ee(?(:OAssoftv@are ae?/eq’ome?tga'ins u?) {Nith 3 rAoDHi'
fiction that envisions religion on the model 8fn a4 met a physical progr a

Christianity or on a particular view of Christiani&yt her Vari abl e sfbutthiggoalise x

This is where the mistaken notion that religionstgrgave his brother from addiction and drug dealers.
Obelief systemso comes lﬁrgg}amggitgédsyoj CRri 8L
and especially Protest Qtr[]gtglescv!;\tﬁ la? bséht? fathef "and’ &erﬂa%din&'

common for religion to be about what you do or h?(X,Yatives as she grapples with a corporate tycoon
you identify yourself than what you believe. seeking to reincarnate a

To counter this misconceptiorStrange Religiefnh at Comes After 6 by La

includes stories that engage with a variety of religigus, orked hospice nurse trying to protects a
traditions, including Islam, Buddhism, Judaigg, etive organization from oversight by new
Humanism, Chinese religion, Hinduism, aé?&ministration.

indigenous traditions. Additionally, the several stcgigﬁ]e writers coming at religion from an atheist or
.that engage with Christianity help readers ””F’efsééﬁﬂmst perspective, characterize religion as world
't from new perspectiVgging hRdsdivB Yoctfhh oickward, 2fl the IfRe.
Heartsé by Gabriella Byha 1580 fisohé offle fhiebul Wief ' "

yvho identifies as Catholic. Angeﬂlgbq n_1an., Who.t hinking about religion i
is also a convert to Protestant Christianity, brlpgls emendous diversity tha

charges of homosexuality against his American fignti, s Beyond what can be said about humans in
in an l gbo ,court of lagV\én'er}a?Ttht%l%n\(\é/p?/ Mﬁ?lﬂ?‘
H' s Manhood 0_ by Chukw u_ reliaibjnqndggn%ral.% %aln_ interfd at% Bur é%r’?cé(p{ olf
is a Shape in the Bra 'rdfiffon, Bt we! héuli 'bé Barefd ! aBobit howahd

universal Christian salvation, drawing upon the ocglt, .\ o apply that concept to real people and
nineteercentury psychology, and cosmic horrgr . oo

0The Other War on Terroro by Michael H. Hanson
set in an alternative history where the United States is

a Muslim nation and the terrorists are Christians.

There are stories Btrange Religioth a theological

benfi stories focused on clarifying or interrogating

orthodoxyi but the bulk of stories are about people

actingusing the tools available to them, religious or

otherwise, to bring about change in themselves, their

communities, and the cosmos.



To counter such labelSirange Relighatps readers
think about religion as scholars do. Following each
story are discussion questions written by a scholar.
These questions aim at wider themes in religious
studied e.g. syncretism (borrowing between and
merging of religious traditions), tradition vs.
modernity, theodicy (justifying Godds goodness
face of evil), the afterlife, and otfiecs the religious
tradition(s) the story engages with. Sometimes these
questions pry at weaknesses in the story and
encourage readers to question a line of argument
made by an author or draw in considerations the
author may not have addressed. In a similar way,
stories inStrange Religitometimes take a critical or
even humorous stance toward particular religious
traditions, but criticisms are aimed at specifics and
particulars rather than a product of the hasty
characterizations we make about traditions before
wedbve acquired a depth of understanding. Cri ti
of religious traditiofisor better yet particular
movements, people, or actions within tradiiials

not always have to be appreciated by religious
insiders, but they have to account for what people are
actually saying and doing.



